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GOT NEWS? We’ve got news for you. Please send any news tips, ideas and press releases to EDITOR@MONTANAKAIMIN.COM.
The Montana Kaimin, in its 116th 
year, is published by the students of 
the University of Montana, Missoula. 
The UM School of Journalism uses 
the Montana Kaimin for practice 
courses but assumes no control 
over policy or content. 
The Montana Kaimin is printed on 
campus by Printing and Graphics. 
Send letters to the editor to 
editor@montanakaimin.com. 
Editorials are discussed and written 
by Kaimin editors. 
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By Bjorn Bergeson
Rollin’, Rollin’, Rollin’
HIGH ON LIFE
Alan Rolph/Montana Kaimin
BIG BACKH A N D SUPS 
I was on my knees in front of my giant stereo speakers think-
ing, “How the hell can people dance on this?” It felt great to do 
anything. It felt amazing to do nothing. 
So I knelt there with my mouth gaping open in wonder, watch-
ing the sonic waves crash down upon me. I felt every little atom of 
sound and light. It was as if all the pores on my body were having 
orgasms. There are no adjectives to describe how good it felt.
The next morning I wanted to kill myself.
I knew this is a common side effect of MDMA (aka Ecstasy/
XTC) so I wasn’t too surprised when I awoke from a night of bliss 
and considered sticking my head in the oven. I quickly decided 
against any rash decisions and went about the rest of my day. 
Tired. Depressed. It was a lot like plenty of other days I’ve had 
without orgasm-skin. Boring.
MDMA is a synthetic hallucinogen. But unlike LSD or magic 
mushrooms, MDMA won’t drag you into a 14-hour existential cri-
sis. It just wants to throw a dance party.
Of course, if you do too much too often, you might wind up 
a chemically imbalanced emotional invalid. It floods your brain 
with a lot of serotonin. Essentially, it turns you into Peter Pan, and 
then it steals all your happy thoughts. You can overdose easily, so 
be careful.
Lately, there has been some talk of banning electronic dance 
festivals because of a few deaths that may have involved MDMA. 
I think that’s a bunch of crap, and I don’t even like raves. But it 
could be someone else’s thing and who am I to judge?
First off, not everyone at these festivals is on MDMA. Some of 
those wierdos dance to bad electronic music sober. God knows 
why. But the idea that we should condemn an entire community 
of people because of a few bad choices made by handful of people 
is obnoxious. Using that kind of logic, why don’t we just ban Griz-
zly football and expect that to cure the whole “rape-in-Missoula” 
thing? 
Besides, it can be hard to know what you are buying at a festi-
val. It might be cut with rat poison. It might be entirely rat poison. 
A lot of the overdoses that have happened could also be attributed 
to MDMA being cut with things like cocaine, heroine and whatev-
er else some shady dealer had laying around. And sure they sell 
test kits, but who wants to wander around a music festival with a 
chemistry set? 
The solution is to not buy your drugs at festivals, or off strang-
ers. Buying drugs at the event is a great way to attract attention 
and get busted, or wind up freaking out on a batch of mystery 
drugs. Knowing your dealer can prevent that, especially if they 
like you, as it’s less likely they’ll sell you something that will melt 
your brain.
And remember, start small. A little bit of a roll goes a long way.
bjorn.bergeson@umontana.edu
@Ursdabear
Big ups to “Talk like a pirate 
day” for reminding us all who 
we all need to remove from our 
Facebook friends list.  
Backhands to Pope Fran-
cis for taking all the fun out 
of condemning people to hell. 
Seriously, if a pope is setting 
the bar for progressive think-
ing, who the hell can we turn 
to when we want to lay some 
hate? 
Big ups to Grand Theft Auto 
V for getting nerds out of their 
parents’ basements and into 
the fresh air for the first time in 
ages. Smell that fresh fall air? 
That is the smell that your Fab-
reeze was modeled after. 
Backhands to pumpkin 
spiced beers and lattes. As if we 
didn’t get enough of this crap 
all fall, thank you for ruining 
all our favorite drinks as well. 
Big ups to iOS7 for giving us 
all yet another reason to stare 
at our phones for all hours of 
the day. I’ve never gotten so 
much enjoyment out of scroll-
ing up and down through text 
messages. 
Backhands to Mick Delaney 
for distracting us all from our 
blind hatred of the Cats. #Gogriz
Montana Kaimin
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Visitors to the Blue Moun-
tain Observatory could view 
Mars at its closest point to 
Earth in 60,000 years.
UM classified employees 
said they weren’t getting paid 
enough, and a raise scheduled 
for 2005 wasn’t going to cut it. 
A recent crackdown by the 
Recording Industry Associa-
tion of America against 261 in-
dividuals nation-wide caused 
UM students to think twice 
about sharing music. 
The rise of cellphones on 
campus was annoying profes-
sors and disrupting students, 
but some embraced the change. 
“I like to make it ring as much 
as possible in class,” Hampton 
Young said. “I let it ring three 
or four times and everyone 
turns around and looks at me. 
It’s great.”    
                  alexander.deedy@umontana.edu 
  @alexanderdeedy
2003
Kaimin
Files
Alexander Deedy
Montana Kaimin
The Kaimin Files dig up sto-
ries that shaped the University of 
Montana during this week 10, 20 
and even 100 years ago. UM op-
erated on a quarter system prior 
to fall 1992, with the school year 
starting in late September. Until 
then, the Kaimin Files will take a 
look at the news that occurred this 
week over the past two decades. 
1993
A UM freshman was treat-
ed at St. Patrick Hospital after 
eating flowers from a plant that 
contained hallucinogenic and 
toxic properties. 
UM’s Student Health Ser-
vices was reluctant to promote 
a morning-after pill, worried 
that women will start using it 
as an alternative to contracep-
tives.
The Mathematics Build-
ing and Jeannette Rankin Hall 
received funding for handi-
cap-accessible ramps, while the 
Business Administration build-
ing received funding to install 
an elevator. 
The women’s golf team teed 
off their inaugural season at the 
Montana State Invitational. 
2007-08
2009-10
2010-11
2012-13
 CAMPUS
DRUG + ALCOHOL VIOLATIONS
Information compiled by Ashley Nerbovig
How many disciplinary actions were taken for drug abuse and liquor law violations 
on campus and in student housing in recent years?
Disciplinary Actions 
for Drug Abuse Violations*
Disciplinary Actions 
for Liquor Law Violations*
*Each rectangle represents 50 violations.
Source: U.S. Department of Education; Campus Safety and Security Data Analysis Cutting tool
2009 2010 2011 2009 2010 2011
253243 263 232 247 249
2009 2010 2011 2009 2010 2011
612 663 659 610 660 249
on campus on-campus 
student housing
on campus on-campus 
student housing
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Panic. Tears well up. It’s 
hard to breathe and you feel 
like you might pass out. It’s 1 
a.m., you didn’t save your pa-
per and the computer crashed. 
Everything is lost.
That is, unless this mortify-
ing incident happened to you 
in the Mansfield Library un-
der the watchful eye of Andres 
Buitron.
 Buitron has worked at the 
library for eight years and, 
during that time, witnessed 
several breakdowns.
“A lot of times when those 
computers crash, people do 
start bursting into tears,” Buit-
ron said. 
However, there is sometimes 
a way to get that information 
back, Buitron said. In past in-
stances, he has been able to get 
ahold of the library’s technical 
support team, which can find 
“back doors” into that com-
puter’s old content and, if the 
student is lucky, retrieve the 
information. When that hasn’t 
worked, Buitron said, he has 
written notes for students ver-
ifying they had been at the li-
brary and their computer had 
crashed. 
He doesn’t know if this al-
ways helps, but, “when they 
describe me, everyone usual-
ly knows who they’re talking 
about,” Buitron said.
Madelyn Beck
Montana Kaimin
Late nights at the LibraryZOOKeeping: 
That’s because Buitron 
doesn’t look like your typical 
librarian. He is tall with long, 
black hair, gauges and several 
facial piercings.
“Well, he looks kind of scary 
at first,” said Christina Fred-
rick, a junior at the University 
of Montana. “But he’s really, re-
ally nice.”
Buitron is a Latino from Chi-
cago. He said he adopted his 
look in order to not be mistak-
en for a member of, or threat to, 
one of the many gangs near his 
hometown neighborhood.
“I’m Hispanic and, being in 
a Hispanic neighborhood, it 
was a rougher area,” Buitron 
said.
Buitron originally came to 
Montana through a program 
called Project Exploration, 
which is targeted toward mi-
nority youth and encourages 
further education in science.
This program sent Buitron 
near Choteau to do science re-
search. From there, he did sev-
eral internships in Montana be-
fore enrolling  at UM. 
Buitron has a bachelor’s 
degree in anthropology with 
a minor in geoscience, and 
though he may want to go to 
graduate school later on, he 
said he is enjoying his time in 
the library. 
He no longer works the late 
shift, which lasts until 2 a.m., 
but Buitron said he still deals
Taylor Romack/Montana Kaimin 
Mansfield Library employee Andres Buitron helps Brooke Heckeroth search for a collection of books Wednesday 
evening. Buitron has worked at the library for eight years and tells students there are no dumb questions when 
asking where to find something. 
See LIBRARY, page 11
University of Montana ad-
ministrators and some union 
staff members will receive sal-
ary increases after the Board 
of Regents unanimously ap-
proved  pay raises on Thursday.
Regents approve pay raises
Kaci Felstet
Montana Kaimin
The regents, who govern 
Montana’s public higher edu-
cation institutions, approved 11 
labor agreements offering em-
ployees a 2.25 percent pay raise, 
plus $250, over each of the next 
two years. 
Fourteen unions, including 
UM’s University Faculty Asso-
ciation, remain in the bargain-
ing process.
ENROLLMENT
UM President Royce Eng-
strom spoke with the regents 
about the University’s drop-
ping enrollment and plans to 
fix it.
“The enrollment picture is 
the thing that keeps me up at 
night,” Engstrom said.
UM is focusing on the drop 
in resident undergraduate en-
rollment, he said.
The University added about 
$700,000 to its recruiting bud-
get and contracted an outside 
firm, RuffaloCODY, to help 
boost UM’s enrollment, Eng-
strom said.
“It’s essentially extending 
the operation of your admis-
sion office by making more 
frequent contact with prospec-
tive students, higher quality 
contact and strategic contact,” 
Engstrom said.
He also said the University 
is doing an analysis of finan-
cial aid.
“We need to take on more of 
a consumers-with-choices atti-
tude,” Engstrom said.
kaci.felstet@umontana.edu
@KaciFelstet
CHECK OUTMONTANA KAIMIN
www.facebook.com/montanakaimin
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In the basement of Sch-reiber Gymnasium next to two rusted boilers, nearly 3,000 jars filled 
with mammals, reptiles, fish 
and even a deer fetus sit in de-
teriorating cardboard boxes. 
The jars are a small por-
tion of the University of Mon-
tana’s Philip L. Wright Zoo-
logical Museum, a roughly 
24,000-specimen collection 
dating back to before the Uni-
versity’s founding.  
With her hair pulled up in a 
tight bun, UM senior Meredith 
Stewart sorts her way through 
the mass of skulls, fur and an-
imal body parts that push up 
against the main museum’s 
ceiling.
A volunteer museum tour 
guide and avid museum ex-
plorer, Stewart said the muse-
um is running low on funds 
and interest. This year, the mu-
seum had to restrict its access 
to the public. 
“It used to be that school 
groups would come in, and it 
would be this opportunity for 
them to get hands-on experi-
ence with animals they will 
probably never see in their 
life,” Stewart said. 
Boxes of animal specimens 
line the shelves along the out-
er edges of the main museum’s 
1,022-square-foot room. A 
three-foot walkway separates 
the shelves from large green 
cases, containing stuffed por-
cupines, badgers and other 
specimens from around the 
world stacked to the ceiling. 
The museum’s ever-growing 
collection is spread between 
the basement of Schreiber 
Gym and the crowded main 
location on the second floor of 
the Health Sciences Building, 
where it opened in 1961. Back 
then, everything on the south 
side of the hallway was the zo-
ological museum, interim cu-
rator Paul Hendricks said. 
The collection is now con-
fined to a room roughly a 
quarter of its original size. 
“(The museum) just keeps 
shrinking and shrinking and 
is getting compacted into this 
one little room,” Hendricks 
said. “Nobody really cares 
about it.”
Funding issues and a gen-
eral lack of interest in natural 
history forced the museum to 
consolidate and relocate much 
of its collection to storage and 
other natural history museums 
across the nation in the past 
decade, Hendricks said. 
The lack of space is forc-
ing the museum to turn away 
valuable specimen donations, 
he said.
“It’s not so much chaotic, 
but it’s getting that way,” Hen-
dricks said. “It’s not going to 
get any better if we don’t see 
any monetary commitment.”
Monetary commitment for 
museums usually comes in the 
form of donor support, Hen-
dricks said. Outreach efforts 
from a dedicated staff bring in 
donations. 
“The museum really needs 
someone to bring in mon-
ey, someone to grapple and 
squawk about this,” Hendricks 
said. 
That person may have re-
cently slipped away.
THE BRAIN SCOOP
In January, Emily Graslie, 
a volunteer at the zoologi-
cal museum, began hosting a 
YouTube channel called “The 
Brain Scoop” to raise aware-
ness about the museum.  
“People aren’t willing to 
give large endowments to ac-
ademic institutions for a natu-
ral history museum when they 
don’t see the value of these col-
lections,” Graslie said. “I took 
it upon myself to educate peo-
ple about how they can help.”
Graslie has dissected a 
90-pound wolf, gone hunting 
for a bear skeleton in the mid-
dle of winter, introduced view-
ers to a pangolin — a scaly ant-
eater — and much more since 
her first episode.  
“The whole point of my 
show is the importance of 
these specimen,” Graslie said. 
“They’re culturally, historical-
ly, scientifically and biological-
ly significant.”
Stewart worked as a 
Meghan Nolt/Montana Kaimin
 
volunteer with Graslie, giving 
tours to student groups and 
helping raise awareness. 
“(The Brain Scoop) got peo-
ple involved and interested 
in the museum, not only on 
campus, but in Montana and 
around the world,” Stewart 
said. “Then Emily left.” 
It seemed like everything 
came to a screeching halt. 
Graslie left her volunteer 
position at the museum in July, 
after two and a half years.  A 
graduate student pursuing 
museum studies online, she 
took a position writing and 
producing the Brain Scoop for 
the Chicago Field Museum.  
Interest had just started to 
pick up when Graslie decided 
to leave the museum, Stew-
art said. In just eight months, 
the Brain Scoop channel has 
gained over 145,000 subscrib-
ers and received publicity from 
media outlets such as NPR, the 
Scientific American website 
and Robert Krulwich’s Radio-
lab. 
The University did reach 
out to Graslie before she left 
to see about coordinating out-
reach efforts, as well as con-
tinuing the Brain Scoop, said 
Mario Schulzke, assistant vice 
president for marketing. 
“I was really interested in 
expanding the effort, and po-
tentially using Emily for other 
things, including her in other 
efforts,” Schulzke said. “But 
the set up was a little more 
complicated than I thought.”
Hank Green, who runs the 
YouTube channel vlogbrothers, 
owns the Brain Scoop, Schulz-
ke said. Funding a business 
owned by a third party is com-
plicated.
“I reached out to Emily 
twice, but I don’t think the 
University could have funded 
The Brain Scoop,” Schulzke 
said. “I don’t think you want to 
use state dollars to fund some-
one else’s business, even if it 
reflects positively on the Uni-
versity.” 
If the University had been 
able to take over the Brain 
Scoop from Green, it would 
probably cost a few thousand 
dollars to pay staff to produce 
just a single episode, Schulzke 
said. The University doesn’t 
have that kind of budget.
The University wants to pro-
mote positive content, but any 
marketing investment has to 
be able to bring in students on 
a broader scale, Schulzke said. 
Graslie didn’t have the time 
or really the interest in doing 
other marketing activities be-
sides the Brain Scoop, and the 
University is hardly active on 
YouTube, he said.
REBRANDING
The University launched a 
rebranding campaign in No-
vember 2011 to attract new 
students. UM hired the firm 
Mind over Media for $160,000 
to analyze and come up with 
a plan to rebrand and promote 
the University. The project was 
moved in-house in spring 2013, 
saving the University $75,000, 
said Peggy Kuhr, vice presi-
dent of integrated communica-
tions.
The University’s major push 
is its Facebook page, Kuhr 
said. The University’s page has 
increased from 16,000 likes 
to 76,587 since it began its re-
branding campaign. 
The University had to focus 
its marketing efforts toward 
recruiting students and do-
nors, Kuhr said. The rebrand-
ing campaign wasn’t about fo-
cusing on one specific aspect, 
like the museum. 
Schulzke said it’s great to 
have organic material to pro-
mote the University’s differ-
ent fields, but there’s more to a 
University than just one muse-
um. 
“If we had said, ‘Let’s match 
what (Graslie is) getting from 
the Field Museum,’ we would 
have put all our eggs in one 
basket, compared to saying, 
‘Hey our strategy really is to 
create these broader channels 
and share the content that oth-
ers are producing,’” Schultzke 
said.
Graslie got a great job else-
where, doing what she wanted. 
UM couldn’t give her that same 
opportunity.
“As much as I wanted to stay, 
it doesn’t really pay to be a vol-
unteer,” Graslie said.  “They 
would have needed to pay me 
just a decent living salary.”
Charles Janson, associate 
dean of the division of biolog-
ical sciences, said even that is 
difficult. The museum does not 
have its own budget. The DBS, 
which funds the museum, was 
only able to hire a part time in-
terim curator to maintain the 
museum’s collection after its 
previous full-time curator also 
left in July.
Chris Comer, dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences, 
said the DBS had to cut its bud-
get by the largest percentage of 
all departments in the college, 
nearly $90,000. 
Comer said other depart-
ments in the college were cut 
around $10,000 to $30,000. He 
said most departments were 
forced to consolidate classes 
and reduce adjunct professor 
pay. 
Janson said hiring a full-time 
permanent museum curator 
would depend on the Universi-
ty’s budget predictions. 
“If the University’s budget 
were such that I couldn’t even 
afford a half-time person, I 
would have to ask the serious 
question, ‘Is it worth it to even 
have a museum at all?’” Janson 
said. 
For now, the DBS and muse-
um are trying their best to keep 
up with outreach activities, 
using social media in hopes 
of garnering interest from po-
tential donors, Janson said. But 
without Graslie and a full-time 
curator, raising awareness will 
be difficult. 
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Nearly 3,000 jars containing various preserved reptiles, mammals and fish sit in the base-
ment of Schreiber Gym.
Meghan Nolt/Montana Kaimin
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CONGESTION
Thousands of jars, the mu-
seum’s wet collection, have sat 
in darkness behind lock and 
key since 2006. Cracked lead 
jars ooze flammable liquid 
soaking the cardboard boxes 
that hold them. Just around 
the corner, a sign on a large 
electrical box reads, “Danger 
High Voltage.”
After a water main break 
in the gym’s basement in May 
2012, cardboard boxes holding 
the formalin preservative and 
alcohol-filled jars collapsed, 
causing many of the jars to 
break, Hendricks said. The fire 
department was called and 
was very surprised when they 
got there, he said. 
“The fire department didn’t 
know any of this was down 
here, they didn’t know about 
the fluids,” Hendricks said. 
“They said, this needs to 
be fixed, and it hasn’t’ been 
fixed.”
Missoula Fire Inspector 
Garrett Venters said the Uni-
versity’s last fire inspection 
was in 2009. The inspector at 
that time didn’t make any ref-
erence to the wet collection. 
“I don’t even know if (the 
specimen) were down there at 
the time,” Venters said.  
Chuck Emnett, a UM safe-
ty program manager, said the 
University has a great working 
Meghan Nolt/Montana Kaimin
Interim Curator Paul Hendricks speculates on how many jars may 
be in the basement of the Schreiber Gymnasium. This location has 
served as the temporary storage space for the University of Mon-
tana’s zoological museum since 2006. 
relationship with the Missoula 
Fire Department, so some of 
the fire code problems can be 
mitigated. 
Emnett conducts annual 
safety inspections of every 
building on campus. He said 
the collection is a fire risk and 
needs to be moved out of the 
basement into better condi-
tions.
Space and proper storage 
are the major problems. 
“Without the money in-
volved to redo it, we’re still 
looking for a space,” Emnett 
said.
The fire codes have made it 
impossible for the wet collec-
tion to be placed back in the 
Health Sciences Building with-
out significant storage modifi-
cations, Janson said. 
“Only about 50 gallons 
of alcohol is allowed in one 
room without creating a fire 
hazard,” Janson said. “We’re 
talking about 10 times that 
amount of alcohol, and we 
don’t have a place we can put 
that without retrofitting some 
space at considerable cost.”
The museum had to consol-
idate and relocate its collection 
to make room for faculty and 
externally funded research 
projects, leaving little room in 
the DBS building. 
“As the University has em-
phasized the importance of 
externally funded research, 
we’ve had to provide space for 
research that gets that fund-
ing,” Janson said. 
If the DBS could provide 
room, Janson said the collec-
tion would need at least two 
to three times the space it has 
now, which would cost around 
$10,000 for roughly 1,000 
square feet. Moving the wet 
collection would be the biggest 
cost, Janson said. 
As a museum volunteer, 
Meredith Stewart said the Uni-
versity hasn’t shown any in-
terest in helping the museum 
because administrators don’t 
see it as a moneymaking asset. 
“It’s not a very advertisable 
thing,” Stewart said. “It’s not 
an athletics department and 
inherently charismatic and 
a money maker. Why would 
they want to support it?”
President Royce Engstrom 
has been very reluctant to do 
anything to help, Stewart said. 
He toured the museum about a 
year and a half ago, and Gras-
lie told him why the museum 
needed better facilities, Stew-
art said. 
“He was like, ‘Uh, yeah, this 
has been very eye opening,’ 
and never gave us more mon-
ey,” Stewart said. 
Janson said any real mone-
tary commitment the museum 
receives to expand its space 
would likely come from a siz-
able government grant or leg-
islative support.
With only a part-time cura-
tor, Janson said the possibili-
ty of the museum receiving a 
grant in the near future looks 
grim.  The museum is going 
to look toward funding from 
the  Legislature, but even that 
is four to six years out, he said. 
Stewart said she knows 
something can be done to al-
leviate the museum’s space 
problems. 
“I think we need one of 
those floors in the Interdisci-
plinary Science Building that 
isn’t being used yet,” Stewart 
said. “One of those floors, it 
should just be labeled, ‘UM 
Zoological Museum.’”
She said the University 
should also consider making 
room for the museum on its 
new Missoula College campus.
But without anyone to raise 
awareness, the museum is 
stuck where it is, Stewart said. 
It needs not only financial 
commitments, but also some-
one who can drive public in-
terest and teach students and 
volunteers, she said. 
“The museum is not really 
functioning as a museum right 
now,” she said. “We wanted to 
be able to show people every-
thing the museum had to of-
fer, but there is really not that 
much opportunity to do that at 
this point.”
jacksonbolstad@umontana.edu
@jaxbolstad
‘It’s not an ath-
letics depart-
ment, and inher-
ently charismatic 
and a money mak-
er. Why would they 
want to support 
it?’
-MEREDITH STEWART
Montana Kaimin
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College is over. The degree 
you spent way too much on is fi-
nally yours, but you’re stuck do-
ing the same job you’ve always 
done. Enter Missoula: one of the 
many cities where the person 
making your coffee may be more 
qualified than you’d ever know.
Kris VanWhye graduated 
with an associate degree in elec-
tronics technology from the for-
mer College of Technology in 
2011, but was unable to find em-
ployment in his field. 
“I applied for something like 
400 jobs,” VanWhye said. “I end-
ed up sitting on my ass for a year 
and collecting unemployment 
before I just ended up at Di-
recTV.”
Interim director of career ser-
vices Laurie Fisher says she sees 
this problem in Missoula often. 
Fisher believes students struggle 
to find employment in the Mis-
soula area because of the overall 
flooding of employable students 
Jesse Flickinger
Montana Kaimin
Job market unsteady for graduates
in the job market.
“It’s going to be difficult to 
find a job in any college town 
that’s graduating nearly 4,000 
students every year,” Fisher 
said. “The market is hyper-com-
petitive and you’ve got to make 
yourself stand out.”
Career Services works to help 
students avoid employment is-
sues by offering a number of 
workshops aimed at aiding stu-
dents in finding suitable occu-
pations once they’ve graduated. 
This includes resume, cover let-
ter, writing and interview tutori-
als designed at helping students 
market themselves to potential 
employers. They also help stu-
dents find these opportunities 
through their Griz eRecruiting 
program. The system offers a 
number of internships and even 
full-time positions from employ-
ers seeking student services.
“A degree is great, and you 
absolutely need one to be em-
ployable, but related work expe-
rience is essential,” Fisher said.
VanWhye had related expe-
Before a play hits the stage, 
weeks or months are spent 
memorizing lines, making emo-
tive faces and building a set.
So what happens when the 
process is condensed into less 
than a day?
The result is the third annual 
23-and-a-Half-Hour Play Fes-
tival, which will concentrate a 
large number of coffee-saturat-
ed theater students in McGill 
Hall this weekend. Teams will 
work overnight to write, re-
hearse and prepare a show.
“They are challenged to 
make live theater in less than 
a day,” said Stephen Alan Sed-
er, artistic director for the Uni-
versity Players, the student-run 
performance group sponsoring 
the event. 
rience working in systems, but 
was still unable to find employ-
ment in his area.
“There are just not a whole lot 
of electronic jobs in Missoula,” 
VanWhye said. “So I ended up 
competing with others with de-
grees just to be a dishwasher.”
According to the United 
States Census Bureau, about 42 
percent of Missoula residents 
have at least a bachelor degree or 
higher.  The nationwide average 
is 28 percent.
VanWhye decided to move 
back in with his family in Iowa. 
He enjoyed the time he spent 
working on his degree, but 
doesn’t foresee it helping him in 
the immediate future. He now 
works on his family farm to get 
by.
Nathan Kochman graduated 
with a degree in sociology in 
2005.  He’s lived and worked in 
the Missoula area since 1999. 
“It’s always been difficult 
here in Missoula to figure out a 
way to get by,” Kochman said. 
See JOBS, page 11
No sleep 
till showtime
Matt Hudson
Montana Kaimin
The mad dash starts with a 
gong sounding at 8 p.m. Satur-
day. Writers from each of the 
five teams are handed a news-
paper clipping on which the 
plays will be based. They have 
until 3 a.m. to beat their heads 
against a wall and write a script 
involving very few props, limit-
ed costumes and no set.  
Each team’s director then 
meets with their writers to go 
over the script, and at 4 a.m., the 
actors arrive to begin rehears-
al. Seder said half of the actors’ 
time is dedicated to memoriz-
ing lines.
Katie Norcross, a senior the-
ater student and an actress in 
the festival, said in previous 
years she was still learning 
lines until right before the show, 
while putting on makeup and 
costumes. 
From 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. almost 
every weekday, Ayaka Tsukamoto 
sets up two cardboard signs by the 
Grizzly statue in the Oval. Anyone 
who lingers she’ll engage in con-
versation. One sign reads: “Hi! I’m 
Ayaka! Please talk to me. Teach me 
words, especially slang! And I will 
make you origami!”
“So far, I’ve folded maybe 20 or 
30 cranes a week,” Ayaka said.
Any time someone teaches 
her a new word, Ayaka has them 
write it in her book, and give her 
an example of how the word is 
used.
So far she’s learned phrases 
like “Kick it,” and “Swag” and a 
Native American term for “hurry 
up.” She’s even picked up a few 
insults.
“Sometimes I learn bad words, 
like ‘Fugly.’ Ayaka said. “The first 
week, people taught me slang. But 
now people just talk with me.”
Ayaka started using the cranes 
for culture trade early in the se-
mester. A senior communications 
and anthropology major from 
Yokohama, Japan, Ayaka began 
the project to help her better un-
derstand when speaking with her 
American classmates.
“Communication is a little 
Origami closes cultural gap
Bjorn Bergeson
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hard, especially with Americans,” 
Ayaka said. “It’s a little difficult, es-
pecially in class. If I can’t describe 
my opinion, they don’t talk with 
me anymore. So I must catch up 
with them.”
Even with a decent under-
standing of English, Ayaka said 
the many different accents and 
cultural nomenclatures could 
make it hard to understand class-
room conversations.
“In my class there was a lot 
of discussion, I can’t understand 
what children said because they 
have each accent,” Ayaka said. “So 
I think I need to start with a lot of 
people, so I started down here.”
So she set up shop near the 
Grizzly statue by the oval, and 
began learning and folding. So 
far, she said the culture trade has 
brought her a better understand-
ing of English and American cul-
ture. On top of words and their 
meanings, Ayaka has received 
some tips on pronunciation.
“They taught me pronuncia-
tion, because I can’t understand 
the difference between R and 
L. Because Japanese don’t have 
them,” she said.
Ayaka is studying at UM fall 
semester before heading back to 
Japan. She said she wants to absorb 
as much of the culture as she can 
before heading home. She enjoys 
the nightlife, but was surprised to 
see so much country music.
“My roommate likes drink-
ing,” Ayaka said. “So we go down-
town almost every night. The first 
festival we go to, there was coun-
try music. And people were danc-
ing.” 
While America is interesting 
for Ayaka, there are a few things 
she misses about Japan.
“I can’t bass. Bass? B-A-T-H. 
Bath! In Japan everyday I bath,” 
Tsukamoto said. “But in U.S. only 
taking shower. We need it! It’s a lit-
tle nice.” 
If you want to trade your favor-
ite slang words for some genuine 
origami, head down to the griz-
zly statue at the west end of the 
Oval, between 4:30 and 5:30 p.m. 
Mon-Friday, and keep an eye out 
for Ayaka.
bjorn.bergeson@umontana.edu
@ursdabear
Stacy Thacker/Montana Kaimin 
Ayaka Tsukamoto makes an origami crane Tuesday, Sept. 17 near the Grizzly bear statue. Ayaka sets up by the 
statue and offers to make paper cranes for people willing to stop and simply talk to her. She is from Japan and 
hopes that this idea will help her practice English as well as learn a few new slang terms. 
See THEATER, page 11
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Junior Midfielder Chloe Torres juggles a soccer ball turning Griz soccer 
practice Monday. 
Kelsey Wardwell/Montana Kaimin
With 10 players injured on 
the Griz soccer team, head coach 
Mark Plakorus is telling the bench 
and younger players that it’s their 
turn.  
“Everybody on our roster has 
been recruited here for a reason 
and they can play at this level,” 
Plakorus said. “I don’t care if 
they’re freshmen or seniors or 
whatever, there are expectations 
for them and how hard they com-
pete and how well they do.” 
The Griz soccer team (2-3-3 
overall) faces the University of 
Nevada Wolf Pack (2-3-2 overall) 
Friday at South Campus Stadium 
at 4 p.m. 
In the two teams’ first meeting 
in 2010, Nevada toppled the Griz-
zlies, 3-1. This will be the second 
time they meet and the first time 
the Wolf Pack treks to Missoula. 
For Nevada, the Griz are the 
third Big Sky Conference team 
they will compete against this fall. 
The Wolf Pack’s two wins this sea-
son came from BSC teams, a 2-0 
shutout against Eastern Washing-
ton on Aug. 30 and a 3-1 win over 
Sacramento State on Sunday. 
Five different players have 
scored a goal for Nevada this sea-
son, and goalkeeper Kelsey Quin-
tos has started every match and 
has three shutouts. 
Montana hosts Nevada, down several players
Alexandria Valdez
Montana Kaimin
Montana is on an 11-game win-
ning streak at home dating back to 
last season. The last time the Griz-
zlies lost at home was a 1-0 loss on 
Oct. 7, 2011, by Sacramento State. 
Plakorus said the team will use 
the game as a building experience 
to get players comfortable on the 
field. 
“Our attacks kind of came 
alive over the last few weeks, and 
I want to keep building on that 
and hopefully be dangerous in at-
tack,” Plakorus said. “We’ve got to 
get some of these younger players 
more comfortable and get them 
more time and just try to get more 
of a rhythm into things.”  
The leaders on the field for 
Montana have been sophomore 
midfielder Mackenzie Akins, se-
nior midfielder India Watne and 
junior midfielder Tyler Adair. 
Adair leads the team with 
three individual goals and has 14 
shots with nine of them on goal. 
She also had the game-winning 
goal in the Grizzlies’ first home 
game this season against Houston 
Baptist University. 
Akins is an emerging young 
player for the Griz, leading Mon-
tana with eight goals and ranking 
second in the BSC in shots. She 
has two goals and four assists in 
the last four games. 
Watne leads the conference in 
shots with 3.25 per game. 
Montana’s 0-3-1 road record 
contrasts their 2-0-2 home record.
“Like Mark was saying, we’re 
playing well and it’s not about our 
effort at this point,” said junior de-
fender Brooke Moody. “We need 
to start working on our discipline 
and mentally staying focused and 
holding each other accountable.” 
In Nebraska this past weekend, 
Nebraska-Omaha and Creighton 
scored in the closing minutes to 
send the Grizzlies home with a tie 
and a loss. 
Plakorus said the team has 
played well on the road and the 
stats sheet doesn’t always tell the 
whole story. 
“Each team has to go through 
their own path and has to deal 
with all the different things that 
come up in a year, whether it be 
injuries or bad breaks or tough 
situations during a game,” Plako-
rus said. “We’re still learning a lot. 
We’ve got a very young team still, 
especially now with a lot of our 
older players injured, they have to 
learn how to deal with the road.” 
Plakorus said the injured play-
ers are on a day-to-day basis, and 
none of them will compete Friday. 
With experienced players like 
senior midfielder Mary Makris, 
redshirt junior forward Ashley 
Tombelaine and redshirt senior 
defender Alyssa Nystrom out un-
til further notice, some of the
Despite being heavy favorites 
this weekend against the Divi-
sion II Oklahoma Panhandle 
State University Aggies, Montana 
head football coach Mick Delaney 
has the No. 9 ranked Grizzlies fo-
cused on one thing: themselves.
“Our focus is not about Okla-
homa Panhandle State. It’s about 
the University of Montana,” Del-
aney said. “We’ve got to prepare 
like we would for anyone else 
and take care of business.”
UM (2-0 overall) will host 
OPSU (1-2 overall) for the first 
time ever on Saturday.
Delaney said the team will 
prepare for this game just like 
any other and all players healthy 
enough to play will.
“You don’t look at this game, 
as far as getting injured, any 
more than you would against 
North Dakota, Appalachian State 
Griz to play role of  Goliath against Oklahoma Panhandle State
Karl Schneider
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or Northern Arizona,” Delaney 
said. “It’s a football game; there’s 
contact. We are going to let as 
many guys play as the situation 
will dictate.”
It would be easy for the Griz 
— who have outscored their op-
ponents 85 to 23 in two games 
this season — to rest players and 
overlook OPSU, but if the college 
football world has learned any-
thing this year, it’s that no oppo-
nent can be overlooked. 
In the first two weeks of the 
2013 season, 10 Football Cham-
pionship Subdivision teams have 
knocked off Football Bowl Subdi-
vision opponents.
“There are a lot of teams that 
aren’t very good, that have beat 
teams that are very good because 
they don’t prepare the right way,” 
said Delaney in a press confer-
ence Tuesday. “Our focus has to 
be to play as well as we can possi-
bly play on Saturday.” 
The Aggies will arrive in Mis-
soula late Friday afternoon fol-
lowing their 1,259-mile bus trip 
from Goodwell, Okla. 
Delaney said he isn’t excited to 
play the unfamiliar opponent.
“It wasn’t my idea to have them 
come here, but that’s the way that 
it is,” Delaney said. “I don’t really 
know an awful lot about them. 
We’ve watched tape, and obvi-
ously they’re a young team this 
year, even in their division.”
“To be honest, I hadn’t heard 
of them, so it was surprising just 
hearing the name initially,” said 
senior strong safety Bo Tully.
Youth fills the OPSU roster, 
which consists of 24 upperclass-
men and just nine seniors. But the 
young team is eager to gain some 
respect. 
“They’re going to give us their 
best game,” said senior Danny 
Kistler Jr., Montana’s starting 
right tackle. “We have a tar-
get on our back, and if we don’t 
come ready to play, we know bad 
things are going to happen.”
The Aggies run a fast-paced, 
no-huddle offense. Led by 6-foot-
3-inch dual-threat quarterback 
Caleb Holbrook and sophomore 
running back Chris McClendon, 
who’s averaging more than five 
yards per carry, the OPSU offense 
could potentially pose a chal-
lenge to UM’s defense.   
    But the Griz have been the un-
derdog before. Two years ago, 
Montana traveled to Knoxville, 
Tenn., to play the University of 
Tennessee, and the Volunteers 
rolled to a 42-16 win over Mon-
tana.
“You know the mindset go-
ing into the locker room being 
the smaller team,” said Kistler Jr., 
who was a sophomore during the 
2011 season. “You want to go out 
and knock off Goliath.”
Last week, the Grizzlies 
cruised past the University of 
North Dakota for a 55-17 victo-
ry. Montana quarterback Jordan 
Johnson set a BSC single-game 
record for pass efficiency with a 
quarterback rating of 322.3. In the 
road win, junior running back 
Jordan Canada rushed for more 
than 100 yards for the second 
time this season.
Montana’s high-powered of-
fense will look to find the end 
zone early and often against the 
Aggies, who fell to the unranked 
FCS Lamar University 75-0 in the 
first game of the season.
“We want to keep the momen-
tum going this season,” Kistler Jr. 
said. “As a team, we can’t go up 
and down this year. We’ve got to 
keep going up steadily, and this 
is just another step for us to get 
where we ultimately want to be.”
This week’s game kicks off at 
1 p.m. Saturday and will be tele-
vised by Max Media. 
karl.schneider@umontana.edu
@karltschneider
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Consecutive wins  and a 
regular season tournament 
title have provided the Uni-
versity of Montana volleyball 
team with more early-season 
momentum than they’ve seen 
in years.
Until last weekend, the Griz 
volleyball team hadn’t won 
back-to-back matches since 
October 2012 and hadn’t won 
an in-season tournament title 
since 2005.   
Riding that momentum, the 
Grizzlies return home after 
winning the Texas Tech Lone 
Star Showdown last week to 
face conference opponents 
Northern Colorado on Friday 
and North Dakota on Saturday 
in what will be their home and 
conference debut.
Finding space to attack two-
time defending Big Sky Con-
ference Tournament Champion 
Northern Colorado Bears may 
prove difficult as the Bears 
rank first in the conference in 
digs.  
Senior outside hitter Kayla 
Reno, who leads the Grizzlies 
with 110 kills, said ball move-
ment and precise passing is 
key to getting Montana’s of-
fense started.
“Just going out there and 
being aggressive every time,” 
Reno said.  “I know my team’s 
going to be covering me, and 
we have a great defense.   I 
think it’s just going up there 
and swinging away and hope-
fully I find a hole.”
The key to  Montana’s pass-
ing game is senior setter Kort-
ney James, who is ninth in the 
Big Sky for assists and was re-
Sam Waldorf
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Riding the momentum to Missoula
VOLLEYBALL
cently named BSC Player of the 
Week.   James was also named 
to the all-tournament team last 
week finishing the weekend 
with 106 assists.  
Even though getting the 
Grizzly offense going has been 
a priority, Wagner said the old 
cliché — “defense wins cham-
pionships” — still stands true. 
“When both teams are play-
ing good offense, it’s going to 
come down to who’s blocking 
and defending at a higher lev-
el,” Wagner said.  
This is not a problem for the 
Griz, tied for the conference 
lead in blocks-per-set with 2.56, 
and sitting third in the confer-
ence in digs with 14.94 per set.  
Brooke Bray, who is second 
in the conference in blocks, and 
teammate Natalie Jones who 
is third, leads the Griz front-
line.   Bray also ranks fifth in 
the conference in hitting per-
centage.  
Meanwhile, the Bears lost 
three key players from their 
team last year — Marissa 
Hughes, Brittany Crenshaw 
and 2011 BSC Most Valuable 
Player Kelley Arnold.
Wagner said the Grizzlies 
are developing their new roles, 
but Northern Colorado is a dif-
ferent team. 
The Griz are 6-1 at home 
when facing Northern Colora-
do, but 7-9 in the overall series 
dating back to 2004.
After Friday’s matchup 
against Northern Colorado, the 
Griz will face North Dakota, a 
team returning seven starters 
from last season.  
North Dakota was picked 
fourth in the preseason coach-
es’ poll, but leads the confer-
ence in hitting percentage and 
is tied for the lead in blocks.  
The Griz backcourt led by 
Megan Murphy, who is return-
ing from injury and is sixth 
in the conference in digs, will 
have its hands full against the 
efficient offense North Dakota 
brings.  
“They’re going to be good,” 
Wagner said. “They’re return-
ing every single player from 
last year that went 10-10 (in 
league play) and they lost five, 
five set matches in conference.” 
Returning second team All-
BSC performer Ronni Munke-
by and All-BSC honorable men-
tion junior Lexi Robinson lead 
North Dakota.  Munkeby leads 
the conference in blocks, while 
Robinson is sixth in kills.  
North Dakota is 4-6 overall 
this season.  
After this weekend’s match-
es, the Griz do not return home 
until Oct. 11, when they face 
Southern Utah.   Both matches 
begin at 7 p.m. 
samuel.waldorf@umontana.edu
@Sam_Waldorf
Volleyball looks to shine in home and conference debut
Hunter D’Antuono/Montana Kaimin
Middle blocker Capri Richardson, a redshirt sophomore, prepares to 
serve at volleyball practice Wednesday afternoon. The Griz volleyball team 
makes it’s home debut Friday night against Northern Colorado. Montana is 
3-6 overall this season. 
‘When both teams are playing 
good offense, it’s going to come 
down to who’s blocking and 
defending at a higher level.’
Jerry Wagner, Head Coach
healthy players have switched 
positions. 
“Honestly I think it’s excit-
ing,” Moody said. “We had 
(Maddey) Frey the other week-
end up at outside-mid and she’s 
usually an outside-back. It adds 
different dimensions and adds 
different strengths in the play-
ers that are able to do that for 
us.” 
Plakorus said it is not un-
usual for players to switch po-
sitions in games. 
“We always teach the game 
in the principals of the game 
not in the system or position 
and everybody is responsible 
for understanding the roles of 
everybody else,” Plakorus said. 
“Because the way we play is we 
interchange positions as we go 
throughout the game.” 
“So it’s really not out of the 
ordinary and most of these 
kids have been playing soccer 
since they were 4 or 5 and most 
of them were not in the posi-
tion they were playing now.” 
This will be the final game 
for the Griz before they open 
conference play Thursday in 
Utah against Weber State. 
alexandria.valdez@umontana.edu 
@A_N_Valdez 
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LIBRARY
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with complaints of patrons 
snoring loudly, being obnox-
ious and even watching por-
nography on the public com-
puters. 
“The library has a pretty 
strict content policy,” Buitron 
said. However, he added that 
the librarians are “not here to 
force what people can and can’t 
view.”
Aside from dealing with 
problems, Buitron said he loves 
working in the library because 
of all the information available, 
along with being able to help so 
many people. Buitron encour-
ages students to check out all 
the library has to offer and just 
ask questions.
“You can ask as many ques-
tions as you want to,” Buitron 
said. “It’s what we’re here for.”
 madelyn.beck@umontana.edu
“A lot of people here are poor or 
unemployed.”
Fisher suggests being more 
flexible for students wanting to 
stay in the area.
“It’s difficult to stay in Mon-
tana — we are a low income 
state,” Fisher said. “If someone is 
interested in staying in Montana, 
or even Missoula, they’re going 
to have to be a lot more flexible.”
Kochman has done so by 
work outside of his degree area 
since graduating.  For the last 
six months, he has worked as 
a technical representative for a 
company specializing in gaming 
machines for casinos.
“When I was at the University, 
I did a lot of independent study, 
internships and field research,” 
Kochman said. “I wouldn’t say 
I ever had an exact career in 
mind.”
Even though he doesn’t work 
in his field of study, Kochman 
JOBS
From page 8
says he still finds his degree to 
have been extremely beneficial.
“Every single day of my life, 
I use skills I gained from my de-
gree,” Kochman said. 
Fisher recommends students 
start volunteering, interning and 
networking in their job area as 
soon as they’re certain it’s what 
they want to do. She also endors-
es informational interviewing. 
“You just don’t get hired if 
you don’t have related work ex-
perience,” Fisher said. “Find the 
people in the position you want 
and find out how they got there.”
Fisher also stressed the im-
portance of letting your network 
know that you’re looking for em-
ployment and not to be scared 
about approaching others to help 
you.
 “People tend to be hesitant 
about asking for advice,” Fisher 
said. “What they don’t always re-
alize is anyone they’d be asking 
has been in their position at some 
point in time.”
jesse.flickinger@umontana.edu
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“That’s one of the most stress-
ful aspects,” said Norcross. “Lots 
of times, you get a week or more 
for memorizing.”
Norcross participated in both 
of the past two festivals. She said 
she’s pulled a lot of all-nighters in 
her time, but scrambling to pro-
duce a play on little sleep takes a 
toll on the body.
For last year’s event, she logged 
less than two hours of sleep be-
fore playing a seagull in the final 
performance. Norcross wore kha-
kis and a grey shirt, with scarves 
fastened to her sleeves and safety 
pins to complete the look.
The fast pace, long hours and 
stress make the festival a fun 
challenge for Norcross.
“Behind the scenes, it’s just 
a lot of laughing because you’re 
sleep-deprived,” she said. “It’s 
just a lot of shenanigans happen-
ing.”
After 15 straight hours of re-
hearsal and nearly a day after 
the topics were drawn, the clock 
stops.
The 23-and-a-Half-Hour Play 
Festival marathon ends with per-
formances of the five plays. It’s 
free, open to the public and will 
take place Sunday at 7:30 p.m. in 
room 210 of McGill Hall.
“It’s going to happen, wheth-
er we’re prepared or not,” Seder 
said.
matthew.hudson@umontana.edu
@sanfordish
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        LOST AND FOUND 
Found: HP mini laptop. See 
manager at Corner Store.
          ENTERTAINMENT 
Weekends cabins 30 minutes from 
Missoula $45-65/night at Rock 
Creek Cabins 251-6611. 
OMG HAVE YOU SEEN 
THAT HOUSE? Put your 
parents/visitors in a FAB vacation 
home airbnb.com unit #1138108. 
7 min from campus, 40 acres, 
2 bed/1bath. Call 406-369-0843.
    FOR SALE
Blacklight Posters! Lots of 
new ones. At The Joint Effort. 
1918 Brooks at the Holiday 
Village Shopping Center.
Hookahs and Shisha. 38 Flavors. 
2 sizes of charcoal. Bunch 
of new hookahs. The Joint 
Effort 1918 Brooks St in the
Holiday Village Shopping Center.
 HELP WANTED
Part time shop clerk at Roxiberry 
Frozen Yogurt. 20hrs a week. 
Evenings and weekends. 
$8.50/hr. Call 317-1814.
 INTERNSHIP
Want international experience 
locally? Mansfield Center seeking 
Social Media, International 
Research interns. Visit 
umt.edu/mansfield/internships.
         PSA
The Jeanette Rankin Peace Center 
is showcasing its participants’ 
creativity in “From Guatamala 
to the Garden City: Artists of the 
Peace Center.” Opens October 
4th, 5-8pm in the Community 
Room in Jeannette Rankin Peace 
Center, located at 519 S. Higgins.
 
 SELF STORAGE 
Call Today! 406-541-4645 
ALL STAR SELF STORAGE 
SECURE Facility & NO Deposit!
   SERVICES
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Voted 
best of Missoula 2013. Student 
discounts! 136 E Broadway 
Computer Central 542-6540.
         SONG OF THE DAY
Float - The Neighbourhood
Missoula residents had 
their first chance to discuss 
the new Missoula College lo-
cation with the University of 
Montana at a public forum on 
Thursday.
“All we wanted to do was 
have a discussion,” said Renee 
Mitchell, who sat on a commu-
nity panel this summer to talk 
about the relocation. “I’ve seen 
this dog-and-pony show for a 
couple of years now and (the 
University has) not listened to 
us.”
At Thursday’s forum, UM 
President Royce Engstrom, 
Associated Students of the 
University of Montana Presi-
dent Asa Hohman, president 
of Missoula College’s Phi The-
ta Kappa honor society Sarah 
Smith and StudioForma archi-
tect Mark Headley listened to 
feedback from the public and 
addressed concerns.
 “The forums serve as lis-
tening and scoping sessions,” 
forum moderator William 
Marcus said. “It’s an opportu-
nity to listen to each other.” 
Relocating the Missoula 
College campus, currently 
near Sentinel High School, has 
been in the works for several 
years as the college grows and 
the buildings and facilities age. 
The South Campus, where the 
school would replace the UM 
Golf Course, has long been 
considered a strong candidate 
for a potential relocation site. 
However, two new sites 
have been proposed in the last 
few months — the East Broad-
way site was brought up in 
UM hears from community on Missoula College location
Megan Petersen
Montana Kaimin
 CAMPUS
UM President Royce Engstrom and ASUM President Asa Hohman listen to members of the community during an 
open forum on the Missoula College relocationThursday evening. 
June and is the only other lo-
cation that the University con-
siders a viable option. 
In late August, Mayor John 
Engen and city council pres-
ident Marilyn Marler recom-
mended a downtown location 
at the intersection of Orange 
and Broadway streets along 
the Clark Fork River as an-
other candidate, a site that the 
University is not considering. 
“That location, in the end, 
didn’t hold enough advantage 
over the two that we’re looking 
at for the site of the building,” 
Engstrom said, citing parking 
and future expansion con-
cerns. 
Engstrom said his priorities 
in relocating Missoula College 
are the new campus’ proximi-
ty to the main campus, access 
to parking and transportation, 
potential for future expansion, 
physical attractiveness and 
contribution to the communi-
ty. 
But agreeing on such a loca-
tion is easier said than done. 
“I’m fully aware that any 
site location we decide on is 
going to be controversial,” 
Engstrom said. 
At the forum, several cit-
izens brought up concerns 
about increases in pedestrian 
and vehicle traffic at both sites, 
the University’s lack of action 
toward environmental impact 
studies and the aesthetics of 
the new campus.
“I like the idea of the East 
Broadway site because it’s al-
ready ugly and if you choose 
(to develop it), we’ll have two 
beautiful sites,” resident Kathy 
Noble said. 
Efforts to save the golf 
course have intensified and 
a local group, the Advocates 
for Missoula’s Future, plans to 
take legal action if the South 
location is chosen for the new 
campus site. The University 
bought the golf course prop-
erty in 1947 with the intent 
that it would be used for ath-
letic purposes, said Quinten 
Rhoades, who represents the 
Advocates. He said if the Uni-
versity decides to develop it, 
the Advocates will file an in-
junction. 
Regardless of which site is 
chosen, it’s time to move, Mis-
soula College adjunct profes-
sor Gregory Peters said. 
“Anywhere would be bet-
ter,” he said. “I would just like 
to be anywhere that’s not a 
Austin Smith/Montana Kaimin
drafty trailer.”
Missoula College’s current 
campus is outdated and worn 
down — the air conditioning 
and ventilation systems are in-
efficient, water fountains don’t 
work and some windows don’t 
open, said Missoula College 
student Daniel Lapiane, who 
is pursuing an auto comput-
er-aided design certificate. 
The distance between Mis-
soula College and the main 
campus is also a hindrance 
to Missoula College students, 
who often have classes on both 
campuses and need to com-
mute between the two on tight 
schedules. 
“(The new campus) needs to 
be closer to the main campus,” 
Lapiane said. “They’re not two 
separate entities — they’re 
one.” 
A second forum will be held 
Friday at 2 p.m. in the com-
mons of the Missoula College 
administration building. 
megan.petersen@umontana.edu
@mlp208
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